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Reflection on Fears and Concerns at the Beginning of the Course and Improvements Gained
When the course was first introduced, I was not surprised but worried about what could be covered within speech as a course and why just a simple speech had to be a course to be covered for some extended duration. I was unable to understand what was in a speech that warranted classroom learning other than the basic types of speech. I wondered what the terms “types of speech” meant and how I would integrate them with the practical speeches that I was required to make in daily life. A notable instance was the zoom chat speech delivery that I hadn’t attempted before. I was in panic and wondered how the course would lead me into conducting such a speech. I feared that I would not understand the various types of speech because I thought a speech was just a speech and there was no way it could be categorized into types. It was difficult at the beginning for me to conduct a zoom chat because even though it happens online, it involves face to face interaction, and it was difficult for me because of my shyness. I feared making mistakes.
My experience in this course has resolved my fears and worries. Despite my worries, I came to realize that the normal action of speaking was similar to whatever was being taught in class. The lessons I attended were able to explain each type of speech while explaining their possible scenarios. This marked the turning point of my restlessness. I developed more awareness and attention since I found out that I had stayed ignorant for a long time. The details of each type of speech opened to me how whatever we were being taught were just the common activities I had been engaged in either knowingly or without knowledge. For instance, informative and pitch types of speeches and manuscript and memorized methods of speech delivery were common practices I came to appreciate soundly. I have learned to make important decisions when approaching speeches like zoom chats and personal speech delivery, which I feared since I now possess the required skills.
I feel that I have improved in in many ways in terms of my understanding of speech and gaining confidence. This course has improved my understanding of speech by differentiating the types and methods of speech delivery. Furthermore, it has taught me that there are ways of conveying speech I had been involved in on many occasions without knowing. My mastery of parts of speech has been improved by incorporating two more areas of types and methods of delivery.  Moreover, these methods will enable me to learn how each speech type and method works and the circumstances of their usage as I continue learning and engaging my colleagues in different areas. Moreover, knowing the different categories has given me the confidence to handle any speech situation in my life, be it zoom chats of delivery of speech in person.
The skills and knowledge acquired from this course will surely be important to my future learning and practices and in my professional life. The first key area it will influence is being sensitive to my surroundings and making sound decisions on the types of speech to use and the method to deliver it in different circumstances. This information and knowledge will also be helpful in my interaction with other people, where I will be able to listen to others as they speak and make appropriate judgment and guidance to them when making their speeches at different places and times. Notably, the knowledge gained will help me solve the difficulty in making communications in person or through zoom chats that I had before. This is because initially making the right decision was hectic but now, with the lessons that I have taken in this course, I have gained enough confidence and mastery of each category. The knowledge will help me to use just the right speech type for the right occasions and this will help me to connect with my audience perfectly for effective speech delivery or interaction.
